
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H5983 June 5, 2007 
many others, who may have thought at 
one time it was almost impossible to 
come here. 

And so we pay tribute to this great 
man. His record is clear: a staunch ad-
vocate for small business; a staunch 
advocate for those who have been left 
out; a staunch advocate for making 
sure that civil rights are adhered to. 

And finally, let me say this, Mr. 
Speaker, as I summarize Parren’s life 
in a written piece for the Afro-Amer-
ican newspaper, Parren Mitchell was 
one who built bridges to opportunities 
and tore down walls which caused peo-
ple not to be included in this society. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND 
LEGACY OF CONGRESSMAN 
PARREN J. MITCHELL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DONNELLY). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. SARBANES) is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to join others in commemorating 
the life and legacy of Congressman 
Parren J. Mitchell. Growing up in Bal-
timore, I came to understand the tre-
mendous positive impact this great 
man had on my community, the State 
of Maryland and indeed this country. 

The first African American Congress-
man from my State, Parren Mitchell 
fought against racism at every turn, 
but he fought on other fronts as well, 
wherever he saw injustice, and inhu-
manity. At his memorial service ear-
lier today in Baltimore, we heard again 
and again of a man unafraid to speak 
truth to power. 

I would like to share my own per-
sonal story of how I felt the presence of 
this man. 

Some years ago, Congressman Mitch-
ell was honored at the 15th anniversary 
of the Public Justice Center, an organi-
zation committed to building systemic 
change in our society. 

It was an easy choice to salute Con-
gressman Mitchell, but it was not easy 
for him to attend the event. He was by 
then quite frail, and as he was helped 
to the stage to receive the honor, I re-
member wondering whether he would 
have the energy to speak. 

I needn’t have worried. A steady and 
resonant voice filled the hall, and from 
this slightly built man, at that point in 
his life no longer able to stand up, 
came simple and powerful words of 
gratitude and inspiration. 

He spoke at length and without hesi-
tation about his core principles of hon-
esty, justice and compassion. It was, 
Mr. Speaker, a tour de force. I can only 
imagine what that voice was like when 
it held forth in this Chamber and car-
ried the day on so many critical issues. 

Something else happened that night 
that is worth relating. After Congress-
man Mitchell finished speaking, the or-
ganization honored a young man from 
the community who had struggled and 
succeeded in overcoming unfair labor 
practices in his industry. That young 

man, looking out on a crowd of 500 peo-
ple, said this: ‘‘We need to make sure 
that the big corporations pay the little 
guy for the hard work.’’ 

I looked at Congressman Mitchell, 
and I saw a smile creeping across his 
face. It was truth to power at its very 
best, all that Parren Mitchell had ever 
stood for. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to salute 
this fine American and great son of 
Baltimore. 
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TERMS OF SURRENDER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, the United 
States is being invaded by millions of 
people from many countries through-
out the world. 

The invasion has taken place by land, 
sea and air. The rulers of some of those 
Nations have encouraged the invasion, 
by words and other methods such as 
providing tactical maps as to how to il-
legally enter the United States. 

The people coming here want what 
the United States has. Some claim the 
land in the Southwest actually belongs 
to their native country and are re-
taking it. Some here are to commit 
lawless acts, but most are here as occu-
piers that have intentions of living 
here and reaping the benefits of the 
United States. No matter the reason, 
they are all here illegally. It is an inva-
sion when masses of people move to 
someone else’s country without per-
mission. 

So, we have been invaded by people 
from other Nations. So what do we do? 
Some want the invasion to stop. I am 
one of those. Some in the United 
States want the invasion to continue. 
And some here in the United States are 
indifferent. 

But what about our government? Is it 
fighting to protect our sovereignty? 
Well, no. Rather than protect the 
United States border, the United 
States Federal Government is raising 
the white flag and has already drawn 
up terms of surrender. It is called the 
‘‘Grand Bargain.’’ It’s a plan to allow 
the illegal occupiers to just stay in 
America. The United States Govern-
ment appears to take the position that 
it cannot stop the invasion so it will 
just legalize the invasion. So the occu-
piers will win the day and they will get 
to stay. 

The propaganda machine of our gov-
ernment is trying to convince Ameri-
cans that this proposal is not amnesty. 
The idea is to change the meaning of 
the word ‘‘amnesty.’’ Sort of a new 
take on what definition of ‘‘is’’ is. The 
political propaganda people are trying 
to convince Americans it is better to 
surrender to the occupiers than to pre-
vent illegals from coming across our 
borders, but it’s still amnesty. 

Even though I was a judge in Texas 
for over 20 years, you don’t have to 
have a law degree to know that am-

nesty means forgiveness or pardon. To 
give you an example, if somebody tres-
passes on your land or is a squatter on 
your land, as some people call it, if 
that person is caught and they pay a 
fine but they get to remain on your 
property, it’s still trespassing, and if 
they get to remain on your property, 
even paying a fee, it is amnesty. 

Trespassers are required to leave 
when caught, no matter how long they 
have been trespassing on somebody 
else’s property. This has been the law 
of nations for thousands of years. But 
our government’s going to legalize 
trespassing and let squatters stay 
whether Americans and legal immi-
grants like it or not. 

Make no mistake. This plan, or trea-
ty of capitulation, lets the illegal occu-
piers stay here. It’s cold hard amnesty. 
The Feds have their priorities wrong. 

When a Nation is invaded, the duty of 
government is to stop the invasion. 
That is the first duty of our govern-
ment, to defend, protect and secure the 
Nation. We protect the borders of other 
nations, but we don’t protect our own. 
Our government has not protected the 
border but talks about legalizing the 
illegals. In other words, agree to the 
invasion and give in to the demands of 
the occupiers. And this is absurd. This 
is surrender. 

The first answer to an invasion is to 
defend the land, seal the border. Stop 
the people from coming here and don’t 
give in to them. Simply stop the inva-
sion. 

It’s in the best interest of America 
that the government realizes there’s a 
border war going on, and rather than 
surrender the government needs to get 
on the right side of the border war, the 
American side, and stop the invasion. 
Secure the border, then decide what to 
do with the people that are here ille-
gally. But if the border’s not protected, 
more occupiers will continue to come 
here illegally, and our government will 
continue to be missing in action. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

U.S. INVOLVEMENT IN IRAQ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. 
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, 
there is hardly anyone asking the right 
question at this time, and it is whether 
the U.S. involvement in Iraq will end 
as it did in Vietnam or last forever as 
it has in Korea. Last week, the Presi-
dent declared his intention to keep 
America in Iraq forever. That’s a sure 
sign the President’s been talking to the 
Vice President again. 

Iraq looks nothing like Korea did in 
1952. There is no DMZ and no 38th par-
allel separating the opposing forces. In 
Iraq, the war is everywhere. In Korea, 
the DMZ is one of South Korea’s most 
popular tourist destinations, with 
buses hauling people back and forth. 
It’s so popular you have to book the 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 06:18 Jul 28, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00053 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 J:\CRONLINE\2007BA~3\2007NE~2\H05JN7.REC H05JN7m
m

ah
er

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

70
 w

ith
 C

O
N

G
-R

E
C

-O
N

LI
N

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-18T10:36:03-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




